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SCHEME 
= Humbly offer*d, for making 
Religion and the Clergy 
_USEFUL, e. 
x VERAL modern Writers have 
endcavour'd to wound Religion, 
DR through the Sides of the Clergy, 


but have hitherto met with the 
Contempt they deſerved; alcho* 


] muſt confeſs, Religion is thereby ſorely hurt; 


for indeed, how was it poſſible the good Men 
could ſpare any of their Thoughts about Re- 
ligion, at a Time when all their Wit was 
ſcarce ſufficient to defend themſelves againſt 


the daily Perſecutions of the Profane ? 
A 2 For, 
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Fox my own Part, I always look d upon 
Religion as a very good Thing, and am now 
about to conſider it, not as a Politician, bur as 
a Chriſtian ; in hopes I may ſer it in a proper 
Light, by making it uſeful to Mankind, (as it 
was at firſt defign'd) by ſtripping it of the Su- 
perſtition, with which it is at preſent miſera- 
bly incumbered. 


I can, indeed, by no means allow, that 


the preſent Practice of it is of any Uſe, (ex- 


cept to the Phylicians and Apothecaries } as 
confin'd to a Set of Prayers, and a Sermon in 
a damp Houſe, cloſe ſhut all the Week, and 


conſequently full of noiſome and unwholſome 


Vapours, exhaled or tranſpired through the 


Earth, from the numberleſs dead and putrify- 


ing Carcaſes lodged within, and cloſe about 
the Walls of the ſeveral Churches in this 
Kingdom; which Practice, as it was intro- 
duced by Popiſi Superſtition, might have 
been very wholſomely aboliſh'd by that reli- 
gious Prince Henry the Eighth of pious Me- 


mory, at the ſame Time that he ſuppreſſed 


the Abbies and Monaſteries in theſe his Do- 
minions. It is to be preſum'd (in Excuſe for 
that Neglect) that his Devotions were moſtly 
pertorm'd within his own Chapel; as he 
was a zcalous and warm Man, and ſametimes 
impatient of Advice, that the Prelates of 
thole Days did not think it proper to men- 
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tion the above Particular; which, however, 
cries grievouſly for Reformation. 


THE wiſe Heathens in Greece and Taly, 
and many other Parts of the World, after 
burning the Dead was diſuſed, had burying 
Places a good Diſtance from large Cities; no 
doubt to keep the Air, which in great Cities 
is too confin'd and thick, from being vitia- 
ted or contaminated, by the Putrefaction af 
dead Bodies, than which nothing can be 


more pernicious or detrimental to the Health 


of Mankind. 


I was my ſelf, in my younger Days, a 
great Frequenter of Churches on Sundays, 
which threw me into many Diſorders. Once 


I got a moſt violent Flux, and was forc'd ro 


go our of Church, which frighten d my 
Friends very much; for it is ſaid, that Sick- 
neſs got on a Sunday is commonly mortal; 
however, by a Dram or two, and a good 
Fire, I ſoon recover'd. Another Time, at 
Chrift-Church, in the Commiſſioner's Seat, I 
was ſeiz d ſo ill with the Piles, that I thought 
of nothing leſs than a Fever; howeyer, that 
I might not charge my felt with any Neglect 
of my Health, I repair'd inſtantly to one Mr. 
a noted Surgeon in , Who apply- 
ed a cooling Plaiſter, which gave me preſent 
Eaſe; by repeating which, three Days, and 

| the 


(66 
the Application of a Leech, I recover'd; how- 
ever, as at that Time I did not ſuſpect that my 
Diſtemper was contracted in Church, I went 
to Prayers as uſual, and had many Returns of 
the Diſorder. And as the Plaiſter made me 
walk as if I was be: On the contrary, 
ro this Day, whenever I think of the Leech, 
I fancy I feel him crawling round my Back- 
ſide; I had Recourſe to a Friend, who afſu- 
red me he had labour'd under the fame Dif- 
order, and at the ſame time advis'd me to a- 
void going ro Church as much as poſlible, 
and never to make Uſe of a publick Bogg- 


Houſe, for that unwholſome Vapours ſettled 


on the Seats at Churches, and which ariſe 
from the ferid Ordure in Bogg-Houſes, pene- 
trated the Anus, at that Time expanded by 


performing its Office; that a Corroſion being 


made on the Anus, by certain pointed ni- 
trous Particles in vitiated Air, forcibly impel- 
led upon that tender Part, made it ſuſceptible 
of the lubricating Moiſture, which in the Ex- 
ploſion attends the Excrement, and being of a 
ſaline or acrimonious Quality, (in Taſte like 
Tobacco Juice, as I have been told by curi- 
ous Enquirers into Nature) very often occa- 
fion'd thoſe Tumors, which the Learned call 


the Piles. 


I Took my Friend's Advice, and have, I 
thank God, enjoy'd my Health very well of 
| late; 
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late; indeed, if Sunday is a fine Day, I take 
my Wife and Children ſometimes to a Coun- 
trey Church, when I can hear of one with 
broken Windows, or a Roof out of Repair; 


though we moſt commonly ſpend Sunday at 


Home, where I make one of my Boys read 
A ſop's Fables, Reynard the Fox, or ſome o- 
ther Book of Morality. 


I MUST not forget to tell you, that I once 
thought to cure the PILES by wiping my 
Bottom with Poetry; another Time with the 
Writings of a certain great Phyſician; bur I 
found the Doctor who advis'd me to it was a 
Quack, and that any piece of clean Paper 
will do, provided you begin juſt at the Os 


Sacrum, and wipe downwards, which gently 


cloſes the Orifice, and keeps out the Cold. 
As I have profited my ſelf by the above 
Rules, I think, 1 am, by the Laws of Huma- 


nity, obliged to publiſh my O&/ervations for 
the Good of my Fellow- Subjects, and muſt 


at the ſame Time affirm, that notwithſtanding 
the general Opinion to the contrary, I do ſe- 
rioufly think Religion and the Clergy may ſtill 
be of Uſe, and modeſtly hope they will con- 
cur with me in this my Scheme. 


I would humbly propoſe, that whereas 
the ſeveral Churches and Church-Yards in the 
City of Dublin, have been found, by many 


Yeats 


4 
Years Experience, to abound and be fill'd 
with unwholſome Damps, cold and moiſt 
Dews, noiſome, fetid, and peſtilential Vapours, 
and Exhalations : 


Cavsinc the Piles, Dyſentery, Vertigo's, 
Spleen, Phrenſy, Hyſterick Vapours, and ma- 
ny other Diſtempers, to the Prejudice of the 
good People of Ireland, and manifeſt Da- 
mage and Loſs to his Majeſty, by depopula- 
ting this his loyal Kingdom : For preventin 
of like Evils for the future, that from and af- 
ter te Day of the 
ſaid Churches and Church-Yards be lock d up 
and walld about in ſuch Manner, that it ſhall 

be impoſſible for Man, Woman or Child, to 
get within ſide the Walls of the ſaid Churches 
or Church-Yards. 


NEVERTHELESS as Religion is a Part of the 
Conſtitution, which we can't do without, I 
would have certain Eminences within three 
Miles of this City, mark'd out for Groves, in 
the midſt of which there may be a Temple, 


built in the Form of a „or any other 


Shape the People ſhall judge proper, ſupport- 
ed by Pillars, and open on all Sides, to keep 
the Air clear and healthful: To theſe Groves 
and Temples the People may repair on Sun- 
days or Holydays, which will contribute much 


to their Health, and the Clergy may officiate, 
| I think 
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I think; in the preſent Manner, for I can'c 
join in Opinion with the Citizens of London, 
for pulling down Chriſtianity to eſtabliſh Wil. 
liamitiſin, not but that it might ſerve; but I 
am againſt Innovations, and I really think, as 
Chriſtianity was left by the benevolent and 
righteous Founder, it would ſtill anſwer the 
End of Religion in a wiſer Nation than 1re- 
land. 

HoweveR, if a Change is determin'd, it 
is but a Step from Chriſtianity ro Williami- 
tiſin, and as the Ceremonies obſery'd and per- 
form'd in Commemoration of that Hero, and 
the other Divine Law-giver, are much the 
ſame, it is not doubted, bur all good Chri- 


ſtians, ar leaſt Proteſtants, will readily agree 


in the Tranſition, and the ſame Clergy might 
ſtill ſerve in the new Religion, the Rights be- 
ing ſo very like. | 

To prevent Schiſms, which are always of 
dangerous Conſequence, if any Perſon will be 


ſo filly, as ſtill to adhere to Chriſtianity, or 


Worſhip in a particular Manner any other 


Hero, 1 am for a Toleratiof!; As to the late 
King FAMES, he ruined all his Friends 
and on the whole, was ſo deſpicable a Mor- 
tal, that I dare venture to affirm, hell 
have no Worſhippers; but if the Triſh Na- 
tives may have any Qualms of Conſcience, 
with Reſpe& to King WILLIAM, and ra- 
ther chuſe to worſhip the Statues of Brien 

= Barambe, 
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4 (4205) | 
Boirambe, (who is ſaid to have been a very 
good and wiſe King) or any other Hero an- 
cient or modern, let them be indulg'd by all 
Means, (for common Obſervation informs 
us, that tender Conſciences by Indulgence 
are found to grow harder) alſo the Quakers 
may have their George Fox, or William Pen, 
provided always that ſuch Statues be ſer 
up, and Worſhip perform'd in the Coun- 
trey; and that no Man be admitted to ſerve 
the King in a Poſt of Honour or Profit, till 


he has paſt the Teſt of drinking the glo- 


rious Memory of King WILLIAM in a 
Bumper, and be able to produce Four of 
his Neighbours to ſwear ; that, to the beſt 03 
their Belief, he had done fo for fix Months 
laſt paſt; the ſame Ceremony, after getting 
a Place, to be perform'd before the Eque- 


ftrian Statue on College Green, or before a 
Statue of that Hero, or in a Temple dedi- 


cated to his Worſhip, in ſome other publick 
Place; for which I ſhall give my Reaſons, 
when call'd upon, or requir'd fo to db. 


Bur to return to my Scheme. 


There being a great Scarcity of Timber 
for many Uſes in this Kingdom, notwith- 
ſtanding the ſeveral good Laws to en- 
force the planting Timber-Trees. I would 


propoſe, that the inferior C—y, C— 5, 


5 i Pariſh 


1 


_ Pariſh C s, and Sextons, might be ob- 


lig'd to ſpend the Week-Days in digging, 
eg nd _— in the” Gn 
the Temples or Churches, (in which 
Work they may follow Mr. Lawrence's Di- 
rections, till better can be had) the Brſhops 


may ſuperviſe them, and the Archbi/hops 


make Triennial Viſitations, to ſee that al- 
ways regularly conducted, for which Ser- 
vices they ſhould all continue on their pre- 
ſent Eſtabliſhmenr. | 


W as this Scheme carried into Execution, 
what a noble Simplicity of Manners, and 
— Diſdain of an unmanly Complai- 
ance to ill Men in Power, would ſoon 


ſhine out in that learned Body, and by Con- 


ſequence deſcend to their Inferiors, ſo that 
within the Compaſs of a few Years, the 
molt malicious Tongue would not be able 
to tax them with Ambition, Pride, Luxury, 
Superciliouſneſs, Covetouſneſs, or any other 
mean Arts to ingratiate themſelves with great 
Men, their Miſſes, or Valets, which evil Re- 
ports are roo commonly propagated by the 
wicked Part of the Laity at preſent ; tho”. 
I confeſs they are all groundleſs, for ought 
I can ſee, and as I have heard credible Per- 
ſons of that learned Body ſay. 

. T1LL this defir'd Reformation is accom- 
pliſh'd, I am humbly of Opinion, that the 


Clergy may be permitted, during their at- 
2 tending 


E 

tending the Levees of the Great, to wear 
ſuch Lay Habits as they pleaſe, which 
might, perhaps, give them an Opportunity 
of making their Court with better Succeſs, 
and in ſome Meaſure of eſcaping the Eyes 
of the Malicious and Cenſorious, in Caſe it 
ſhould be neceſſary to compliment a great 
Man with their Company, over a Bottle at 
an unſeaſonable Hour; and notwithſtanding 
the ingenious Mr. Dryden's Motto, in his 
Spaniſh Fryar, I am of Opinion that a red 
Coat and Cockade countenances Vice, better 
than a black Coat and Band; at leaſt this 
Scheme would transfer the Scandal to the 
Gentlemen of the Blade, and leſſen the Load 
which the Wicked endeavour now to throw 
another Way. 

I THinxk I have now ſufficiently made 
out my Propoſal, and as the Clergy would 
by this Scheme, be truly uſeful, no Layman 
would murmur at paying the Tythes, or o- 
ther Eccleſiaſtical Dues, which (under the 
preſent Management), are looked on as a 
grievous Burthen, and as fo much moſt un- 
profitably thrown away. 


PRoviDED always, that the Timber 


Trees fo planted, ſhall be for the Uſe of the 
| Pariſh or Union where planted, and by no 


Means be call'd or deem'd Sacred, or to be 
put only to Religious Uſes; for it is hop'd, 
under the new Regulation, there will be 

| ſufficient 
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ſufficient Laws prepar d to guard againſt Su- 


perſtition of all Kinds; otherwiſe one hun- 


dred Years hence, or perhaps ſooner, if the 


Timber fo planted ſhould be fir to cut: 
The Clergy may tell our Poſterity, thar it is 
Sacriledge to put ſaid Timber to any, fave 
Religious Uſes; that they themſelves are the 
only Judges in Spiritual Matters, fo that it 
may be a Crime to believe their Senſes, or 
to make Uſe of their Reaſon; this, I ſay, 
may happen in a large Courſe of Time, 
ſhould the Clergy degenerate, or Prieſicraf? 
prevail; which poſſibly may happen, altho 
we have no Reaſon to complain of it at pre- 


ſent. 


I SHALL add one Word or two more, 
which is, that I could wiſh the new Wor- 
ſhip diverſified with Songs and Dances, which 
I think would encreaſe the Number of Vota- 
ries, encourage the younger People of both 
Sexes, and warm their Devotions, at preſent 
very languid; but this I ſubmit to better 
Judgment; altho', if there was Occaſion, I 
could quote a Royal Precedent for this Pro- 
poſal. : 
IN like Manner other Pieces of Ground, 
ewo or three Miles diſtant from Town, might 
be enclos'd for Burying Places, and planted 
about with Cypreſs, Yew, Firr, Roſemary, and 
other ſtrong ſcented Trees, Shrubs, and 
Herbs, unleſs the more decent Cuſtom of 

burning 


1mm 
burning the Dead, ſhall be reſtor'd, which 
perhaps won't be politick, till Wood becomes 
plentier in this Kingdom. 


4.444 7˙⁹⁴jef½½½%½⁰½%.71¹ 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE Lace Weavers, &c. give Notice, 

That beſides the ſeveral Perſons men- 
. tion'd in the Prayer of their Petition, there 
will be Licences granted to 300 profeſt 
Beaux, without Regard to their Religion, on 
this Qualification, viz. That each Beau ſhall 
be able to read Engliſb diſtinctly, and write 
his own Name. Tis hop'd a farther Time 
will be obtained for ſuch Beaux to qualify, 
till the Firſt of November next. 

AND inaſmuch as ſeveral young Converts 
have been apt to ſhew their Swords of late, 
as molt Children do new Bawbles, it is or- 
der'd that a Padlock be put on each of their 
Swords for five Months next, after the Com- 
mencement of ſuch Licence; we think neceſ- 
fary therefore to advertiſe, that there will be 
a Parcel of very handſome large Sword- 
Knots, prepared with all convenient Speed, 
to be wore with, and cover ſaid Padlocks. 
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As in a Ship, by Tempeſts toſt, 
When all is yielded up for loſt, : 
When thro the leaky Sides, the Sea 
Reſiſtleſs, raging, burſts its Way, 
| Deſpair ſets ev'ry Head a thinking 
How to preſerve the Ship from ſinking ; 
Thus Men of each Degree and Station, 
Concur to fave a ſinking Nation. 
| Hudibras. 
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PUBLICK DEBT 


This NaTion in Six Months. 
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WIxEͥ may obſerve thro' the whole Nation 
one univerſal Complaint of the Decay of 
Trade, the Oppreſſion of Landlords, and the 
| Deficiency of Money; and yet I cannot find 
j among all the Schemes propoſed to leflen 

2 | e thels 


(ls) 
theſe Evils, any one in particular, which ſeems 
likely to ſucceed. | | 

Br, what is ſtill an Addition to this me- 
lancholly Profpe& of Affairs, is the unbound- 
ed Luxury and Extravagance, both in Ap- 

rel and Entertainments, which Perſons of 
all Ranks and Degrees run into ar preſent, 
tho' in general we labour under ſuch Hard- 
ſhips and Poverty. | 

Wr are affected in a quite different Man- 
ner from all the Nations upon Earth; for, 
with others, Wealth is the Mother of Luxury, 
but with us Poverty has the very ſame Ef- 
fect: With others, Scarcity is the Parent of 
Induſtry, but with us it is the Nurſe of Jale- 
neſs and Vice. | 

Wx labour to imitate our neighbouring 
Kingdoms in nothing but their Extravagance, 
without having the ſame plentiful Aids of 
Commerce, or applying our ſelves to the Study 
of Fair-dealing to maintain it. So that, in 
ſhort, by our own ill Management, we are. 
brought to fo low an Ebb of Wealth and 
Credit, that our Condition ſeems incapable of 
_ —_— | 

Bur as I have the Intereſt of this miſ- 
guided People very much at Heart, I do not 
intend this Eſſay as a Detection of their pre- 
ſent Grievances, but as a Remedy againſt 
them. And for that Purpoſe I have labour d 
to find out ſuch a Scheme as will diſcharge 

2 our 


„„ 
our publick Debt with all poſſible Eaſe and 


Time, that we may neither complain of be- 
ing oppreſſed with long continued Taxes, (as 
ſome unreaſonable People often preſume to 
do) nor quite deſpair of being once more in 
a thriving Condition. 

LET us conſider what thoſe Vices are, 
which at preſent prevail moſt among us; 
and I believe, upon Enquiry, they will be 
found Perjury, Fornication, Drunkenneſs 
Swearing, Slander, Infidelity, Fraud, Blaſ- 
pbemy, and many others. Would it not then 
be worthy of our Conſideration, whether a 
moderate Tax upon every particular Vice, 
inſtead of laying an additional Duty upon 
Wine, Hops, and other Commodities, wou'd 
not ſupply us with a ſufficient Sum in a very 
ſhort Time? Such a Tax muſt of Neceſſity 
yield a vaſt Revenue, and prove the moſt in- 
fallible, and indeed the only Scheme for our 
_ Proſperity, if it ſhall be thought proper to 
be continued. 

Br, before I proceed to Particulars, it 
may not be amiſs to premiſe, that this Tax 
is not deſigned for any one County or Pro- 
vince in this Kingdom, bur to extend itſelf 
univerſally over the whole Nation; becauſe 
different Vices may flouriſh in different Coun- 
ties, as different Plants in their different 

6 1 Soils 3 


Pleaſure to the Subject, and in ſo ſhort a 
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Soils ; as Perjury in one, Theft in another, 
Diiſimulation and Flattery in another, Ra- 


pine in another, and ſo of the reſt: How- 
ever, I take Theft to be our peculiar faple 


Vice. AER eg, 
AN p leaſt any Diſputes may hereafter a- 
riſe about the Nature of Perjury, the Inten- 
tion of the A& in this particular, or what 
Perſons are to be ſubject to this Tax, I muſt 
here alſo premiſe, that every Lye confirmed 


by an Oath, is undoubtedly Perjury, whether 


before a Magi/trate, or behind à Counter. 
And, therefore, we do not doubt, but the 
trading Part of our People, will be great Be- 
nefactors to the Publick, in this particular 
Article, as well as many others. 

THESE two Things being premis'd, let 
us ſuppoſe that in this large Countrey, 5000 
Perſons are guilty of this Infirmity each Day: 
Which Computation muſt be allow'd very 
moderate, if we recollect that this Number 
is not above a four hundredth Part of the In- 
habitants of this Kingdom, who are gene- 
rally computed to amount to Two Millions. 
And if we further conſider what ſtrong In- 
ducements our Natives have to practiſe it, 
from its being often ſo exceeding beneficial ; 
if we conſider the great Uſe made of it in 
all Sorts of Traffick ; the great Demands for 
ic in Lau ſuits; the great Adyantage of it in 
Elections, 


(21) 


Blections, and the undeniable Profit of it in 
all Proſecutions, we ſhall think the Number 
of 5000 ſtill more reaſonable. 
Lr us then ſuppoſe every one of this 
Number to be perjur d, only once every 
Day, (which is a very favourable Su ppolition) 
and ſubject only to a Tax of Six-pence for 
each Offence; for which Sum, perhaps, he 
may procure either the Death of an Enemy, 
an Eſtate for his Friend, or a Fortune for him- 
ſelf, (all which are eſteemed very deſirable) 
the Tax will be too inconſiderable ro make 
any one murmur, and yet will yield the Sum 
of 125 J. per Day, towards diſcharging our 
National Debt. 

BESID Es, this Tax, tho' very low, may 
in Reality be very profitable for Mankind; 
for Attornies, Sollicitors, Uſurers, Butchers, 
and other honeſt Traders; will {ſcarce think 
it anſwerable to the Expence of Time, to 
forſwear themſelves for any Profit from One 
Penny to Six Pence incluſive, (as now cu- 
ſtomary) but will at leaſt, for every Tran(- 
1 expect to gain lufficient to defray the 

ax. 

HoOow EVER, I would have all (worn 
Conſtables, and all Collectors of this and ma- 
ny other Taxes, entirely exempted from any 
Penalty, as priviledg'd Perſons; becauſe, by 
that Means they will be enabled to be very 
ſerviceable in their ſeveral Stations. 


Fox N f- 
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 FoRnrCATI1ON, as the World is at 
ones would furniſh the Publick with a 
large Sum, even at a very moderate Tax; for 
it is now made an eſſential Part of the polite 
Gentleman's Character, and he that has pre- 
vail'd on the greateſt Number, proportion- 
ably riſes in Reputation. 

LET us then compute that in the ſeveral 
Parts of this Nation, 5000 per Day were lia- 
ble to be taxed for this general Vice, only at 
two Shillings: The Sum ariſing from this to 
the publick Good, will amount to 500 J. per 
Day, and in Six Months to almoſt one Third 
of our National Debt. . SITE 

I xNow it may be here objefted, that 
have compured api too ſmall a Number, 
and that J might juſtly account rather upon 
Twenty or Thirty Thouſand per Day, in the 
ſeveral Counties of this Kingdom : But, tho' 
F own this Objection to be very ſtrong, if 
we were to conſider the Opportunities of 
Wakes, Patron-Days, Hay-making Seaſons , 
May-Days, Religious Pilgrimages to Holy 
Wells, Balls publick and private, and many 
other commodious Scenes for that kind of En- 
tertainment ; yet I would rather chuſe to err 
on the right Side in too ſmall, than too great 
a Computation. 5 

I x xow the Popiſb C will make 
ſtrong Remonſtrances againſt this Tax ; and 
plcad, that it is defign'd to oppreſs _ 
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that all Nations of the Earth allow them a 
Toleration in this particular Point, as they 
are frail Mortals, and ſworn to Celibacy; 
and what is ſtill worſe, that ſuch a Tax 
would be the moſt effectual Means to drain 
them of their whole Revenues; but as I 
would not have ſuch pious Perſons juſtly com- 


plain of the leaſt Rigour, I ſhall readily agree 


to their being exempted. 

 DxrvuNKENNESss I would only tax ar 
Six Pence, becauſe it might be prejudicial to 
His Majeſty's Revenue, to diſcourage it, and 
conſequently ſubje& the Propoſer to Penal- 
cles. | 
LET us then compure, that only Twenty 
Thouſand Perſons, (which is but one hun- 
dredth Part of the People in this Kingdom) 
were daily liable ro be tax d, the Amount 
would be 500. per Day. And how ex- 
treamly moderate this Computation is, may 


appear to any one who conſiders, that beſides 


the uſual Opportunities of Taverns and pri- 
vate I there are Elections, Fairs, Mayor's 
Feaſts, Univerſity Treats, Corporation Din- 
ners, Chriſtmas Regales, Weddings and Chrift- 
nings, both in Town and Countrey, and 
many other irreſiſtible Inducements to this 
manly Vice, which would, perhaps, if-nicely 


calculated, daily furniſh us with two Thirds 


more than our computed Number, and by 
| that 
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that Means greatly conduce to the Public 
Good. 5 N 1 

Bur, however, I would by all Means ex- 
empt all Countrey Fuftices of the Peace, whe- 
ther Squires or Parſons; becauſe it would be 
unſeemly to ſee ſuch honourable and reve- 
rend Perſonages inſulted by meaner Officers, 
as often as they might be diſcovered in ſuch 
a Condition. ; | 

SwEARING would be a moſt uniyer- 
ſal Benefit in this Caſe; becauſe, at preſent, 
it ſerves to ſeaſon the Diſcourſe of all Ranks 
and Degrees of Men. It is the principal 
Ingredient and Decoration of all modern 
Tokes, Gibes, Quarrels, Love-Speeches, Diſ- 
putes, Threats and Promiſes, and conſe- 


quently capable of affording an incredible 


evenue. 
HowE VER, let us ſuppoſe 40000 Per- 
ſons p& Day, liable ro the Tax of Six Pence 
only for each Offence of this Kind; which, 
conſidering the great Number of Markets, 
Coffee- Houſes, S hambles, Barracks, and Ga- 
ming Houſes in this Kingdom, is a very in- 
_ conſiderable Number; yet even this Article 
will furniſh us with 1000 J. per Day, which 
would amount to near two Thirds of the 
publick Debt, „ 
_ Our Laws have amerced each Offence 
in this way at One Shilling, ordering _ 


3 
half to the Informer, and the other to the 
Poor, which, in my humble Opinion, was 
very ill concerted; for if the Legi/lature did 
really intend that this Law ſhould be punctu- 
ally enforced, they ought: to have divided the 
whole Mul# between the Informer and the 
Fuftice, without any regard to the Poor, and 
then, they might be aſſured, it would be vigo- 
rouſly executed. 
I am already apprehenſive, that all milita- 
ry Perſons will expect an Exemption from 
Taxes on this Account; becauſe they may 
plead Precedents for many Generations, may 
alledge the Power of Cuſtom, the Decency 
and Comlineſs of ir, when properly mingled 
with other Diſcourſe, or that the cenſorious 
World would perhaps ſuſpect they knew 
nothing of God at all, if they did not ſome- 
times mention his Name; and many other 
Reaſons of equal Weight: But though theſe 
Remonſtrances are very juſt, yet as this is the 
only Means by which our Standing Army can 
poſſibly conduce to the national Good, it will 
be hard to exempt them, | 
HoweveR, as the military Power would 
infallibly be liable to this Tax in all its 
Branches, by which Means they might be 
utterly impoveriſh'd, I believe it may not be 
improper to allow all Fot-Soldiers and Field- 
Officers, all young Enfigns, ſpruce Cornets, 
naval Captains, Cabin-Boys and Quarter-Ma- 
D ters, 
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ers, forty or fifty Oaths a Day, entirely free 
from any Tax or Penalty. | 
As for Slander, ſuppoſing only twenty 
thouſand per Day, taxed at Six Pence for e- 
very Offence, this Article would daily afford 
the Publick (at the loweſt reaſonable Compu- 
tation) five hundred Pounds. | 
ANp, as this is a favourite Talent, we 
might have ventur'd to tax it much higher; 
but I would not ſeem to diſcourage ſo charita- 
ble a Diſpoſition, eſpecially where it may pro- 
mote the Intereſt of my Countrey. 
As to the Ladies, I have been always too 
great an Admirer of theirs, to deſire any Re- 
ſtriction ſhould be laid on their Pleaſure, ei- 
ther private or publick; and therefore I would 
have them tax'd only half as much as the 
Men for every little Error of this Kind; be- 
cauſe Slander, in Men, is a Talent unnatural 
and acquired, and generally practiſed to in- 
gratiate themſelves with the oppoſite Sex; 
whereas this gentle Failing in Females, is in- 
nate, and impoſſible to be reſtrain d; which 
5 a Caſe that demands our utmoſt Compaſ- 
jon. | 
I THINK all Drawing-Rooms, Aſſemblies, 
and all Places of publick Reſort for Ladies, 
ought to be exempt from any Penalty, be- 
cauſe it is ſo material a Part of the Diſcourſe 
and Amuſement of thoſe Places, that to tax 
them for each Offence, would be in Effect, 
co 
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to enjoin them perpetual Silence; which, if 
ic were poſſible, would be too great a Misfor- 
tune, both to themſelves, and the World, to 
be exacted from them. 

INF IDELITY and Blaſphemy would furniſh 
us with a conſiderable Sum; and as they 
are not originally of our own Growth, but 
annually imported from neighbouring King- 
doms, they ought to be ſubje& to ſome Du- 
ty, which in few Years would probably be 
a vaſt Addition to the publick Revenue. 
Yer as this Traffick is principally carried on 
by young Lawyers, and travelling Squires, 
any Attempt to tax it would certainly meet 
with too vigorous an Oppoſition. But on 
condition it might paſs into a Law, I would 
gladly exempt both Lawyers of all Ages, Sub- 
altern, and Field-Officers, young Heirs , 
Dancing-Maſters, Pick-Pockets, and Play- 
ers, | 

LET us now only conſider the ſeveral Sums 
ariſing from the Tax on our Vices, as we have 
before computed them, and the juſtneſs and 
Infallibility of this Scheme muſt appear de- 


monſtrably. 
. 


The pubück Dubt of th Ne 
tion is about 305900 


D 2: And 
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And the Tax 2-10 
For Perury, —— 1250. 
© Fornication, —— - 5oo( N 
Drunkennels, — 500 8 
Swearing,— 1000 2 
Slander, —— 500) 


Total per Day, 2625 
which in 182 Days, or half a Year, will a- 
mount to 4777501. which is conſiderably 
more than our National Debt. 
Bor, leſt by the univerſal Poverty of our 
People, which is much to be fear'd, or by 
their growing more virtuous, which never 
can be reaſonably apprehended, this daily In- 
come ſhould fall ſhort of what we have 
computed, I muſt humbly beg Leave to offer 
ſome other Improvements of this Scheme, 
which will undoubredly anſwer all Deficien- 
Cfcs. 

Ap for this Purpoſe, what if a ſevere 
Tax was laid on all manner of Perſons who 
prelum'd to marry till they were full Forty 
Years old? If any ſhould prove Fool-hardy 
enough to tranſgreſs a Law fo calculated for 
the Happineſs of Men, each Offence would 
be of ſignal Benefit to the Publick; and if 
providentially ic ſhould prove an effectual Re- 
ſtraint, there muſt of Neceſſity be fewer 
Children in each Family, and of Conſequence 
the Number of Beggars and Wretches in this 
Kingdom 


\ 
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Kingdom muſt proportionably decreaſe. And 
what would ſtill be more material, perhaps, 
in one Age, if this beneficial Act ſhould be 
continued, the greateſt part of this Countrey 
would require to be new peopled from 
E d; a Circumſtance greatly ro be 
wiſh'd; becauſe ſuch an Accident would pro- 
bably cure that Nation of irs inveterate An- 
tipathy to the Inhabitants of this, at leaſt for 
ſome Generations. L 
As for the Scheme to tax Batchelors , 
which has lately been propos'd to the Houle 
by one of irs Honourable Members, I muſt 
beg leave to think it highly improper ; be- 
cauſe Batchelors, of all Ranks and Degrees, 
are real Benefactors to the Publick, by not 
furniſhing it either with Beggars, or Oppre/- 
ſors of Beggars, one of which muſt infallibly. 
be the Conſequence of Marriage in this 
Countrey. . 

I wouLD allo earneſtly requeſt, that all 
young Clergymen, who, with more Pathon 
than Prudence, ſhall dare ro marry before 
they are benefe'd, may be liable to a moſt. 
ſevere Tax, equal to a Prohibition; becauſe 
ſuch Offenders muſt inevitably multiply Beg- 
gar,, live in Contempt, and die in Poverty, 
Tus FH, and many other Expedients, 
might caſily be found upon any Emergency 
to furniſh conſiderable Sums for the National 
Debt. 


2 Bur 
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Bur as there will remain about 177,750 /. 


over and above our publick Debt, I will al- 


low One Hundred Thouſand Pounds of it 
for Sallarics, ro ſuch Perſons as ſhall be ap- 


pointed Collectors, and I hope this will be a 


reaſonable Proviſion, tho' generally above one 
half of every Tax is expended in paying pro- 
per Officers to colle& ir. The Overplus may 
be depoſited in the Treaſury for any other 


pious Uſe. | 
AND if this Scheme ſhould be ſo fortu- 


nate as to ſucceed, as I have no Reaſon to 


doubt from the preſent Diſpoſition of the 
H of C — s, all thoſe Noblemen 


who ſhall be appointed Commiſſioners, will 
have excellent Opportunities of promoting 


their Nephews, Couſins, Footmen, Foſterers, 


Valets, and other valuable Dependants, to 
good Incomes, and Places of Truſt and Cre- 
dit. Bur I would, by all Means, have none 
but Engliſhmen nominated to be Tax-Ga- 
therers; becauſe we may rationally ſup- 
poſe, that they will be entirely free from 
Prejudice, in Favour of the Natives of this 
Kingdom. | 


Tus would a moderate Tax upon our 


Vices apparently contribute to ſave this Na- 
tion from utter Ruin. Many Perſons who 
have not the leaſt Excuſe for their Irregula- 
rities at preſent (except the commendable 
Publick-ſpirited Contempt for Religion) might 

1 , then 


> 
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then plead in their own Defence, that 
their Immoralities had preſerv d their Coun- 
trey. And by this Means we might be fur- 
niſh'd with a Multitude of Patriots, who 
probably would never prove ſo in any other 
Reſpect. 

BuT I muſt humbly beg leave to diſſent 
from thar religious Gentleman, the admired 
Author of the Fable of the Bees; tho, per- 
haps, ſuch a Particularity of Opinion may 
injure my Character with (ſeveral of my Lay- 
brethren of moſt Profeflions; and I muſt 
publickly declare, that there can be no other 
Method half ſo good as mine, ro make 
Private Vices Publick Benefits. | 
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